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TRIBUTE TO BRET TARVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. HAYWORTH) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, Phoe-
nix, Arizona, has now grown to be the
sixth largest city in our country. Yet
over the course of the last 7 days, the
entire city and surrounding areas have
seen the frenetic pace of life come vir-
tually to a standstill as the community
has paused to honor one of our fallen
fire fighters.

A week ago today, in responding to a
blaze at a supermarket, Phoenix fire
fighter Bret Tarver gave his life. For
his wife, Robin, for their three young
daughters, for the Phoenix Fire De-
partment, for brother and sister fire
fighters across the country and for all
Arizonans, this is an exceptional loss.

Bret Tarver was born 40 years ago in
what is now the 6th Congressional Dis-
trict of Arizona in Cave Creek. He and
his wife, Robin, and their daughters re-
cently made their home in another
area of the district, Queen Creek, Ari-
zona. That is because Bret was a life-
long outdoors enthusiast. He loved
hunting and fishing. He loved nature.
But most of all, he loved his family,
and he loved being a public servant.

Mr. Speaker, all too often, during the
course of political discourse, we de-
scribe elective office as public service.
Mr. Speaker, how incomplete a defini-
tion that is. Public service can take
many forms. The citizen can volunteer.
He can be involved in civic clubs or
spiritual organizations. Yet the ulti-
mate public service all too often comes
from our public safety officers who
here at home are called upon to put
their lives on the line.

So it was one week ago on a Wednes-
day with the sun shining and the flow-
ers blooming and spring training and
all the frenetic activity so common to
the desert southwest that an event
sadly too common, a fire in uncommon
and tragic fashion, ended the life of an
uncommon man.

Colleagues describe Bret Tarver as a
gentle giant, a man who stood over 6
feet 3 inches, who tipped the scales at
well over 200 pounds, who had tremen-
dously big hands, but often would enve-
lope the tiny hands of his daughters
and other kids on their soccer team in
his own, one who inspired trust, one
who worked tirelessly in his chosen
profession as a fire fighter.

Mr. Speaker, when so many of that
calling have come to Washington this
week, perhaps the greatest tribute we
can pay to the memory of Bret Tarver
is to pause and appreciate the service
and the sacrifice of every one of those
fire fighters who put their lives on the
line who in so many ways, in so many
manifestations, work for the public
good and the public safety, and who
sadly, in the case of Bret Tarver, pay
the ultimate sacrifice as a part of pub-
lic service.
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Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues
join me in expressing sympathies and
encouraging prayer for Bret’s widow,
Robin, for his three daughters, for the
strapping brothers that made up an ac-
tive household years ago who mourn
his loss, for his parents, for his fellow
fire fighters, and for the people of
Phoenix and the surrounding area.

Mr. Speaker, we pause to remember
Bret Tarver, his sacrifice, his legacy,
and the shining example of true public
service that he represented so well and
so faithfully.

———————

TIME TO MOVE TOWARDS ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE IN OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to join the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH) because, last
year, the city of Houston lost two fire-
fighters. It is appropriate that we re-
member the Tarver family and their
sacrifice, because having experienced
two fire fighters’ loss of life last year
and again having fire fighters up here
this week with us, we join in that.

I rise today, though, to talk about
the energy crisis affecting our country
and steps that need to be taken to in-
crease our exploration, production, and
delivery of energy. I want to try and
cool some of the rhetoric that I believe
is slowing down the process of trying
to find a comprehensive energy solu-
tion.

First, at this moment, insufficient
supplies of natural gas are threatening
to produce widespread shortages, not
only in California and the West, but
throughout our country this summer.

This shortage can be traced to the
oversupply of natural gas 2 years ago.
Everyone likes to point the finger at
energy producers when prices are high;
but no one seems to care when, a year
or two ago, we could not even give nat-
ural gas away. Those extremely low
prices 2 years ago stopped exploration
activities and forced many natural gas
producers to cap marginally-producing
wells.

The laws of supply and demand work,
and it did not stay out of balance for
too long. We thought that cheap nat-
ural gas would last forever in the build-
ing spree; and with our encouragement,
because it is safer and cleaner, new
natural gas generators highlighted this
belief that natural gas would be cheap.

So today around our country, the de-
mand for natural gas has far out-
stripped the supply, and we need to re-
spond to this shortfall.

Staying in front of our energy needs
is the key to avoiding high cost. Explo-
ration and production of domestic en-
ergy sources are the keys to staying in
front along with more efficient use of
our domestic energy.

While we are behind on natural gas
production, I need to remind everyone
we will soon also be behind on oil pro-
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duction as well. Last summer’s high
gasoline prices are only a taste of what
is to come. Already we have heard that
OPEC plans to cut production in an at-
tempt to maintain a stable world oil
price. Demand in this country easily
outstrips the supply, and we have no
cushion to fall back on during times of
a tight supply.

It is for these reasons that we must
take steps to stay ahead of our oil
curve and tap more domestic sources of
production. Specifically, I have agreed
to cosponsor H.R. 39, the Arctic Coast-
al Plain Domestic Energy Security Act
of 2001. The coastal plain of the Arctic
Natural Wildlife Refuge, Kknown as
ANWR, is said to contain between 5.7
and 16 billion barrels of recoverable oil.
If the upper 16 billion barrels of recov-
erable reserve can be extracted, it rep-
resents 20 years of oil which we will
not have to import from other parts of
the world. I want to emphasize that
these reserve numbers are also consid-
ered very conservative.

As a Member of Congress from Hous-
ton, Texas, I know firsthand that the
drilling technologies have continued to
improve. In fact, we have been and con-
tinue drilling and production in the
Gulf of Mexico. Technology has al-
lowed us to go deeper and also do it
more efficiently and safely.

As equipment and techniques ad-
vance, the percentage of recoverable
oil will also increase. Industry now has
the technology to reduce the amount of
land impacted by new oil development.

North Slope drillers routinely drill
directional wells that reach out 4 miles
from the surface of the rig. That means
that one production pad on the surface
can produce from 64 square miles of
subsurface oil fields. So you do not
have the imprint of that facility.

The decision to support drilling in
ANWR was not made just on the need
to utilize energy resources alone. I
have been to ANWR. I have seen the
environment and have witnessed first-
hand the diversity of life that lives
there, even during August, Mr. Speak-
er, and met with the Alaskans that live
the closest to the ANWR refuge.

I would not support this legislation if
I did not feel that we could confidently
with our ability safely extract oil in an
environmentally sound manner.

Careful development of ANWR under
strict regulatory guidelines can pro-
vide our Nation with a vital resource
while minimizing the environmental
impact on the coastal plain and its
wildlife.

Our experiences on Alaska’s North
Slope provide strong evidence that oil
and gas development in nearby ANWR
would pose little threat to the ecology
of the coastal plain. The record is
clear. Air quality is good. The drilling
wastes have been well managed, and
wildlife and their habitat have been
minimally impacted.

The debate on this issue has been
heated and will get even more heated.
But many of the arguments being made
in opposition to opening ANWR were
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